THE MERG

EXHIBITS - #1 - SIX DAYS

Temporal Crimes Tribunal.
Testimony chamber three.
Three years after the
armistice.

|
Exhibit 1. Preserved territory
of Calla, anchor volunteer.
Probability Shelter, pilot
deployment.

She is not a war cerime. Not on
paper.

I go in anyway.
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WHAT DOES IT COST? ;

The territory opens where she
chose to begin. Most of them
choose the day they said yes.

I WAS TWENTY-FOUR. I HAD A
LOT OF FUTURES. ¥YOU COULD

. SEE THEM, IF YOU KNEW HOW
TO LOOK.

I SIGNED. I DIDN'T ASK WHAT "MEASURING” MEANT.
NOBODY DOES, THE FIRST TIME.
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| KEEPER MAREN'S SHELTER LOOKED

LIKE A CATHEDRAL SOMEONE HAD
GROWN INSTEAD OF BUILT.

STAND IN THE CIRCLE. IT'LL
FEEL LIKE HOLDING A NOTE
YOU DON'T KNOW.

Kael of the Inner Gate. He
could see futures. The
record does not say what he
SaW.

“Six days,” she said. “Then we measure.”
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YOU HOLD IT THE WAY YOU HOLD
YOUR BREATH. EXCEPT YOU DON'T
| STOP,

B

A BOY WHO WOULD - =%

.

E A BAKER. |

1Y

NOBODY TELLS YOU HOW BEAUTIFUL IT IS.
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ay three. Future Cutters.
Sovereignty field unit,

A Future Cutter doesn’t kill you.

It kills who you were going to be.

IT HELD. I HELD.
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ABOVE MY HEAD, ONE OF MINE
WENT GREY. )

V. / AR
\[{
I DIDN T KNOW WHICH ONE IT
WAS I JUST FELT IT GO.

I KEPT HOLDING. [
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Day five. The heaviest attack
of the pilot.

A

A LITTLE GIRL'S STRAND.
ALMOST CUT THROUGH.

%
SO I GAVE IT WHAT I HAD LEFT I $
DON'T REGRET IT. PUT THAT IN YOUR |
RECORD.

L
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CALLA. LET GO. WE'VE GOT
IT.

He saw what it was costing
her. The record only says
that he stayed.

Probabilistic fatigue, onset day four.
Anchor relieved, day six.
Shelter integrity: 100%.
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IT WILL REGENERATE.
PARTIALLY.

f :

;

f

‘ ‘ \ N
INE PERCENT IS
PERMANENT.
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Nine percent of every future she
had.

The tribunal has a form for this.
It has one box.



YOU'RE THE PILOT. FIRST
ANCHOR.

LEY
SIX DAYS. vo

WHY DIDN'T YOU ROTATE?
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YOU KNOW HOW A ROOM FEELS
WHEN SOMEONE CLOSES A
WINDOW? SAME ROOM. SAME
LIGHT. BUT THE AIR'S DIFFERENT.

DON'T BE. THE SHELTER
PROTECTED EIGHT
HUNDRED PEOPLE.

I believe her.

I have not decided yet whether that makes it better.
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Exhibit 1 closed.

Cella's Shelter held for six days.
Eight hundred people kept their
futures. One person paid nine
percent of hers.

Each victim is a person, not a file.

I write that at the top of every page.
Some days it is the only true thing
on it.

_Rc V'

next exuisiT FIRST STRIKE
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